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slaves into their homes, fed them, hid them
from authorities, and transported them to the
next stop up the road did so at high risk, as
those who aided fugitives were prosecuted,
especially after the passage of the Fugitive
Slave Act of 1850.

I am proud to say that Southern Indiana
played a key role in the Underground Rail-
road, one of the most powerful and sustained
multiracial human rights movements in world
history. The Ohio River, which separates Ken-
tucky and Indiana, represented the border be-
tween slavery in the South and freedom in the
North. There were twelve major crossing
points for runaway slaves along the Ohio
River, three of which were in my Congres-
sional district. Once the slaves crossed the
Ohio River, they were not only in free territory,
Indiana, but they had placed that wide river
between themselves and their pursuers.

In Indiana, fugitives could find refuge at Bill
Crawford’s farm near the town of Corydon.
Conductors transported fugitives from the
mouth of Indian Creek in Corydon across
Jackson County or Jennings County on their
way towards Ohio. Those who took a different
route over the Ohio River found refuge in Jef-
fersonville and Rising Sun. John B. Todd’s
house in Madison, the site of some of the
busiest Underground Railroad activity in the
state, was a well-known safe haven for
escapees. There were an estimated 600 to
800 successful escapees through Kentucky
and Indiana each year due to these brave ef-
forts.

Mr. Speaker, I salute both the Hoosiers who
helped the fugitive slaves through the Under-
ground Railroad and the slaves whose love for
freedom motivated them to risk their lives by
escaping to the North. The Freedom Center in
Cincinnati, Ohio, will facilitate a greater under-
standing of our nation’s history and honor
those who risked their own freedom to stand
by their conviction that no person should be
slave to another.
f

A TRIBUTE TO THE 2000 ‘‘SPIRIT
OF ACHIEVEMENT AWARD’’ WIN-
NERS
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the participants of my 2000 Spirit
of Achievement Award program. In 1982,
when the current citizens of the 3rd District of
Illinois elected me to represent them in the
United States Congress, I introduced this very
successful program. Since then, every middle
school in the 23rd Ward of Chicago annually
selects a graduating 8th grade boy and girl
who they feel represents overall outstanding
academic achievement, community service
and extracurricular activities. Today, it gives
me great pleasure to recognize the hard work
of 28 young achievers and future leaders from
the 23rd Ward of Chicago.

St. Jane De Chantal School: Nora Krause
and Christopher Paluch; Our Lady of Snows
School: Amanda Hartman and Jeffrey Mikula;
St. Camillus School: Amanda Kurmpel and
Kevin Jasionowski; St. Bruno School: David
Szwajnos; St. Rene Elementary School: An-
thony Garcia and Catherine O’Connell; St.

Daniel the Prophet School: Deanna Maida and
Paul Bruton; and St. Richards School: Monika
Dlugopolski and Christopher Dyrdak

Gloria Dei School: Faith Krasowski and
Jeremiah Jurevis; Hale Elementary School:
Emily Fisher and Xavier Hernandez; Peck Ele-
mentary School: Maribel Pantoja and Anthony
Naranjo; Dore Elementary School: Robert
Bradel and Jennifer Collins; Kinzie Elementary
School: Victoria Okrzesik and Patrick Forbes;
Byrne Elementary School: Jennifer Turner and
Ryan Nabor; and Twain Elementary School:
Sebastian Gawenda.
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Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duce a piece of legislation that will designate
November 7, 2000 as National Take Your Kids
to Vote Day.

Since 1972, voter participation in national
elections has dropped dramatically. In 1972,
nearly two-thirds of eligible adults cast their
ballots. In 1996, the last Presidential election,
less than half of all eligible voters (43 percent)
exercised their right to vote. Even more dis-
turbing, however, is the drop-off in voter par-
ticipation rates among younger adults, ages
18–24. Since the 1972 election there has
been nearly a 20-percentage point decline,
with only 32 percent going to the polls in
1996.

If we are going to turn this trend around, we
have to start with our children. Parents need
to talk to their children about the importance of
voting. In fact, parents, if they have the oppor-
tunity, should take their children to the polls on
Election Day.

Studies indicate that young people whose
parents vote in every election are twice as
likely to vote as those whose parents vote in-
frequently or not at all. And it’s even more im-
portant for parents to talk to their children
about the value of voting and democracy. Chil-
dren whose parents talk to them about gov-
ernment and politics are far more likely to vote
when they become adults. Kids Voting USA, a
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that has
been working to involve youth in the election
process for nearly a decade now says that
‘‘Taking your child to the polls is one of the
most important things you can do as a citizen
and parent.’’

This is something that all of us—Repub-
licans, Democrats, and Independents—should
agree upon. Democracy is too important to
waste. I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation and help make voting a family tradi-
tion.
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Mrs. BONO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of my legislation, H.R. 3676, the

Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains Na-
tional Monument Act.

Congress has an opportunity to enact legis-
lation which was originated by the constituents
of California’s 44th Congressional District.
When these residents came to see me and
suggested that I introduce legislation to des-
ignate our local mountains a National Monu-
ment, I decided it was an idea worth pursuing.

For years, my family has enjoyed these sce-
nic wonders and recreational opportunities that
are abundant in this remarkable range. I have
often hiked the canyons and hills above our
home in Palm Springs, sharing with my chil-
dren, Chianna and Chesare, the beauty of an
ecosystem that continues to thrive despite its
close proximity to a highly urbanized commu-
nity. I have developed a profound respect for
the people who, over the past century, have
served as stewards of these lands. They have
done a remarkable job in balancing the pres-
ervation of these mountains with the inevitable
development that has occurred in Southern
California.

It is appropriate that we also recall the origi-
nal caretakers of this land, the Cahuilla peo-
ple. For centuries, the Agua Caliente Band of
Cahuilla Indians made the canyons and hills
above Palm Springs their home. And the
Cahuilla people roamed throughout the desert
and mountains of this entire region living in
harmony with this unique environment. Their
culture and heritage is an integral part of the
history of this region. And even today, the In-
dian Canyons near Palm Springs offer a wel-
come respite from the hectic pace of the
urban areas of the Coachella Valley.

One of the tangible benefits that will be de-
rived from this Monument designation is the
preservation of tribal lands and historic arti-
facts. The Agua Caliente Tribe has been a
partner in this process from the start, and I
want to thank the Tribal Council and all the
Cahuilla people for their support of this legisla-
tion.

In crafting this bill, I was confronted with a
challenge to balance traditional uses and pri-
vate property rights that the people of the re-
gion enjoy with the need to preserve these
mountain vistas.

The intention of H.R. 3676 is not to diminish
the decisionmaking authority of Local Govern-
ment (City, County, Water District, School Dis-
trict, etc.,) over land use decisions on private
property located next to or inside the boundary
of the proposed Santa Rosa and San Jacinto
National Monument.

The bill provides that ‘‘nothing in the legisla-
tion shall be construed as affecting any private
property rights within the boundaries of the
National Monument’’. Therefore, if a local City
or County has a General Plan designation on
property within the Monument boundary, for
urban land uses such as hotel, resort, golf
course or residential uses, then the legislative
intent of Local Government shall not be
changed, modified or impeded solely by this
Federal Law.

H.R. 3676 has eliminated the concept of
buffer zones or protective perimeters around
the boundary of the proposed National Monu-
ment. This elimination of buffer zones is de-
signed to protect private lands located both on
the outside and inside of Monument bound-
aries. The intent is to protect private land
nearby and within the boundary from any form
of Federal Monument regulation by this Con-
gress or the Federal Administration. The right
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to use private land by private land owners is
paramount in H.R. 3676.

This bill’s intent would not allow any federal
administrative agency the existence of this
proposed Monument to exact mitigation,
money or other land use restrictions on private
lands, directly or indirectly. The regulation of
land use and authority over private lands in-
side or near to the Monument boundaries is
solely vested in Local Government and is to-
tally outside the purview of this bill.

In addition, I would like to emphasize that
no existing Federal law or Federal Agency
governing air quality, water quality or any
other regulated resource shall seek to regulate
or affect local land use control over private
land near to or inside the Monument with any
reference to a negative impact on this pro-
posed National Monument by virtue of impacts
on the above mentioned regulated resources.

So, we returned to the fundamental concept
of how our system of government should
work. I went directly to the people of the 44th
district and sought their participation and input
on how best to draft legislation that would re-
flect their commitment to both environmental
preservation and private property rights pro-
tection. The result of their efforts is contained
in the bill before you today.

Mr. Speaker, the best way our constituents
can be heard on matters such as these is if
Congress, not the Administration, takes this
action. With all due respect to those who
serve in Washington, the people who live in
this area know better than any federal worker
how to resolve these issues. Therefore, it was
encouraging that early on, the Secretary of the
Interior took a personal interest in this effort
and publicly supported the Congressional
process as the preferred vehicle for this des-
ignation. I thank the Secretary and Bureau of
Land Management offices out of Washington,
Sacramento and Palm Springs for working
with me on this issue.

With this bill, we are able to protect private
property rights with strong buffer zone lan-
guage, willing seller provisions and clearly
worded access language. And we are able to
further protect these mountains by prohibiting
future withdrawals, curbing motorized vehicle
use and controlling cattle grazing.

I have said many times that I would not go
forth with a bill which does not protect the
rights of those individuals who live within the
proposed boundary lines and those who live
right at the foot of the mountains. This bill
strikes an appropriate balance by protecting
the rights of affected constituents as well as
these unique mountains. I wish to thank Chair-
man HANSEN and his able staff, Allen
Freemyer and Tod Hull, for assisting me in
this process so that I could achieve this bal-
ance.

In addition, I would like to thank the
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy
under the direction of Bill Havert, the Desert
Chapter of the Building Industry Association
and its Executive Director Ed Kibbey and the
local branch of the Sierra Club and its head,
Joan Taylor.

Too often, environmentalists and private
property rights advocates are at odds with one
another. In my heart, I believe that we can
work to achieve the goals of each group for
the betterment of all. It may be the more dif-
ficult course to chose, but one well worth tak-
ing. So, I would also like to thank my many
colleagues, my Legislative Director, Linda

Valter and the rest of my staff who have
helped me along this way.

Mr. Speaker, as a child, my parents drove
our family all over this wonderful country, vis-
iting National Parks and awe inspiring lands
throughout the West. Now, my constituents
have given me the opportunity to do some-
thing that will allow future families the same
privilege. I hope you will all join me to achieve
this worthy goal.
f
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Tuesday, July 25, 2000
Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support

of S. 2327, The Oceans Act of 2000. This im-
portant bill pays tribute to and increases sup-
port for one of the most important environ-
mental resources we have—our oceans.

This bill would establish a 16-member Com-
mission on Ocean Policy to review existing
federal ocean policy and make recommenda-
tions to Congress on a new, coordinated,
comprehensive policy.

The oceans play a vital role in the daily lives
of millions of Americans. Not only do we go to
the ocean for recreation but we also depend
upon the resources for our survival. Coastal
communities like those in my congressional
district, use the ocean for fishing, tourism, and
business, among other things. Our oceans
also play an important role in the ecological
system by providing habitat for numerous spe-
cies of life and influencing whether we will re-
duce or worsen other environmental threats
such as global warming, flooding, water pollu-
tion, endangered species survival, and coral
reefs existence.

The coasts and oceans have seen a flood
of new development and population migration
over the past few decades. In fact, approxi-
mately 50 percent of the United States popu-
lation now live in coastal areas. This will only
increase in the future with estimates expecting
75 percent of our population to live in coastal
areas by 2025.

We need to ensure that we have a coordi-
nated policy to deal with the pressures our
oceans and coastal areas face. Our last effort
to update our national policies on oceans was
the Commission on Marine Science, Engineer-
ing, and Resources—known as the Stratton
Commission—in 1969. I’m pleased that many
of the Commission’s recommendations are
now the law of the land, but it has been far
too long since we last updated our ocean poli-
cies.

State and local jurisdictions have enacted
numerous laws and policies to deal with the
environmental problems that have occurred in
our oceans and coastal communities. This has
resulted in overlapping and conflicting rules
between the federal and state levels. The bill
we consider today will help alleviate this prob-
lem by bringing ocean policy into the 21st
Century by creating new coordinated and
comprehensive policies.

I’m proud to be a co-sponsor of the House
version of The Oceans Act of 2000 that my
good friend from California, Mr. FARR, intro-
duced. His work on this issue has inspired me
and has done a great deal to ensure that our
oceans are taken care of.

I urge all of my colleagues to support this
important bill today and I thank the leadership
for bringing it before the House for consider-
ation.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE GREATER NEW
HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

HON. NICK LAMPSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize the Greater New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church as it hosts the inaugural session of the
American Baptist General Convention of
Texas Congress of Christian Workers & State
Youth Convention. I want to congratulate Pas-
tor William H. King, III who’s leadership touch-
es his congregation and the community in so
many ways. I would also like to welcome Pas-
tor Adrian Johnson, president of the conven-
tion, along with the young people attending to
the city of Dickinson.

Today’s youth are growing up in a world
very different from the one I knew years ago.
We live in an age where most families require
two incomes to make ends meet, and nearly
half of all marriages end in divorce. Our chil-
dren simply do not have as much supervision
or guidance as we did. Add to that, the dan-
gers of drugs and the prevalence of gangs
and violence in our schools—as any parent
knows, it is not an easy time to raise a family
or to be a student.

My father died when I was a young boy,
leaving my mother to care for me and my
brothers and sister. She couldn’t have done it
alone. In those days, neighbors looked out for
each other and watched out for each other’s
kids. Our family received support from the en-
tire community. In fact, our friends and neigh-
bors considered us an extension of their own
families. That’s an important reason why my
siblings and I were able to achieve our goals
and live the American Dream.

Mr. Speaker, now more than ever, our
schools, churches, synagogues, mosques, and
temples need to stand together with our fami-
lies to set an example for our children. Our
kids are the future and we must invest as
much time and energy into their well-being as
possible. I offer my sincere congratulations to
the Greater Hope Missionary Baptist Church
and all of the conventioneers as they come to-
gether next week in spirit and in faith to learn
and grow with one another.
f

IN HONOR OF THE 10TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT YOUTH CON-
GRESS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, today I honor
the 10th Congressional District Youth Con-
gress, whose work on school violence is an in-
spiring vision of the potential for peace in the
human spirit. The tireless work of these stu-
dents stands as a testament to the ability of
youth to lay the foundation for long lasting
peace in our schools and communities.
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